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Doctrine is important, but is all 
doctrine equally important or clear? 
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Extreme Positions
Theological Liberalism- All Doctrine is relative 
and should not cause division. 
Fundamentalism / Cults- All Doctrine is 
absolute and any deviation from my 
interpretation is heretical.   



Can someone be saved if they believe…
Jesus did not physically raise form the Dead.
Creation was not a literal six 24 hour days.
Infants should be baptized.
God Judges us for eternity based on our works.
Women should have their heads covered. 
Worship should not include instrumentation.
They can be saved from reading the NIV
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Triage 
Triage (to sort) – to conduct a 
preliminary assessment of 
(patients or casualties) in order 
to determine the urgency of 
their need for treatment and 
the nature of treatment 
required.



Theological Triage 
Theological Triage- A method of 
applying biblical prioritizes and 
clarifications to categorize theological 
doctrines based on their significance 
and importance.



Theological Triage 
First-order doctrines (Primary Issues): 
These are core, foundational beliefs that 
are essential to the Christian faith. 
Disagreement on these doctrines often 
results in a significant departure from 
orthodox Christianity. Examples include the 
deity of Christ, the Trinity, the authority of 
Scripture, and the resurrection.



Theological Triage 
Second-order doctrines (Secondary 
Issues): These are important beliefs that, 
while not as central as first-order doctrines, 
still significantly impact the understanding 
and practice of the faith. Differences on 
these issues can lead to distinct 
denominational or theological traditions. 
Examples include modes of baptism, views 
on the Lord's Supper, and forms of church 
government.



Theological Triage 
Third-order doctrines (Tertiary Issues): 
These are less essential beliefs that deal 
with matters of personal conviction, 
practice, or interpretation. Disagreements 
on these issues typically allow for a 
broader diversity within the Christian 
community. Examples include specific 
views on eschatology (end times), certain 
spiritual gifts, and particular worship 
practices.
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Doctrinal Tiers 
Tier 1: Defines Our Faith
These doctrines are critical to the Christian 
faith and the basis of the creeds to which we 
hold. 
Tier 2: Defines Our Fellowship
These doctrines are important, but do not 
define whether a person is a Christian. 
Differences in these doctrines are a primary 
reason for Christian denominations. Within 
Tier 2, some doctrines are more critical to the 
health of a church than others. 
Tier 3: Defines Our Friendly 
Disagreements
These doctrines may be discussed and 
debated within a local body but shouldn’t 
impact our ability to worship in unity. 











IN ESSENTIALS UNITY
1 Corinthians 12:12–13
For just as the body is one and has many members, 
and all the members of the body, though many, are 
one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, 
slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one 
Spirit.



IN NON-ESSENTIALS LIBERTY
Romans 14
"So then each of us will give an account of himself 
to God. Therefore let us not pass judgment on one 
another any longer, but rather decide never to put 
a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a 
brother. I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus 
that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is unclean for 
anyone who thinks it unclean.” v.12-14



IN ALL THINGS CHARITY
Colossians 3:14
"And above all these put on love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony."

John 13:35
"By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another."


